(19) 



J 



(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

3ai2.1998 Bulletin 1998/53 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

2&11.1997 Bulletin 1997/48 

(21) Application nunrtber: 96118541.0 

(22) Dateof filing: 19.11.1996 



EuropSlsches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europ6endes brevets (11) EP 0 809 244 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) intCI.^: G1 IB 20/00 



(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


• Yoshiokaj Makoto 




DE FR GB 


Nakahara-ku, Kawasakl-shf, Kanagawa 211 (JP) 






• Uchida, Yoshiaki 


(30) 


Priority: 20.05.1996 JP 124823/96 


Nakahara-ku, Kawasaid-slii, Kanagawa 211 (JP) 


(71) 


Applicant: FUJITSU UMITED 


(74) Representative: 




Kawasakf-shl, Kanagawa 211-8588 (JP) 


Schmidt-Evers, JQrgen, Dipl.-lng. et al 


(72) 




Patentanwdlte n/fitscherficfi & Partner, 


Inventors: 


Sonnenstrasse 33 


• 


Akiyanna, Ryota 


80331 MQnchen (DE) 




Nakahara-ku, Kawasakl-shl, Kanagawa 211 (JP) 



CO 

< 

CM 

o> 

O 
CO 



(54) Software copying system 

(57) A software copying system which enables cop- 
yrighted software recorded in a master storage medium 
(1: 60) to be copied to a user's target storage medium 
(3; 40) in a legifimate manner. A contents identifier read- 
ing unit (2) reads out a software identifier (SIDi; DID) 
from the master storage medium (1 ; 60). while a storage 
medium Ident^er reading unit (4) reads out a storage 
n^ium identifier (IDk; Mid) from the target storage 
medium (3; 40). The two identffiers are then sent to a 
central site (Sj which manages licenses for the right to 
copy software products. At the central ^e (5). a signa- 
ture generating unit (6) produces a first signature (OS) 
from those identifiers and sends it back to the user's 
site, where a signature writing unit (7) writes the 
received signature into the target storage medium (3; 
40)* A signature generating/comparing unit (8) pro- 
duces a second signature (CS*) out of the same Identiri- 
ers as those sent to the central site (5) , and compares tt 
with the first signature (OS) stored in the target storage 
medium (3; 40). A data copying unit (9) copies the sub- 
ject software data file from the master storage medium 
(1 ; 60) to the target storage medium (3; 40), only when 
the first and second signatures (CS, CS") coincide with 
each other. 
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